
An easy and free way to 
engrave your music

Lilypond - A free musical programming language



Point and click is slow, tedious and costs hundreds 
of dollars
Lilypond is a free and fast way to get the notes on the page and ultimately, under 
your fingers and into your ear.

Other software can be slow to use, with features buried in menus or hidden behind 
keyboard shortcuts.  Plus, as a student, who wants to spend hundreds of dollars 
to notate a transcription?

With Lilypond, a simple text editor is all you need!  However, there are graphical 
front ends available for Lilypond, for those who prefer this method.  The choice is 
yours to make.  It’s all free and available for Linux, Windows, and Mac OS!



This file puts it all 
together

This file 
provides the 
harmonic 
information

This file contains 
the melodic 
information

This is a free text editor called Emacs.  I prefer it for the syntax highlighting and fast keyboard based navigation.  It 
supports Lilypond files and allows for compiling projects into PDF files from within Emacs.



Just compile your code and it 
simply spits out a formatted 
score.  This PDF used the 
project files displayed in the 
previous slide.



Frescobaldi still makes use of text based input but allows for clicking of the graphical notes to take you to that 
location in your code.  PDF rendering can be set to realtime to monitor your progress as you enter your music.



Things like 
dynamics, ties, 
etc… can be 
entered using the 
GUI, if prefered

Commonly used 
chunks of code can 
be created and 
reused quickly 
using these 
snippets

Transpositions, rhythmic augmentation/diminution, etc… can be 
achieved using the “tools” menu



An advanced example 
from Frescobaldi’s 
website featuring a 
Lilypond project of 
different complexity and 
genre.



Denemo, another free graphical front-end to 
Lilypond, allows for traditional WYSIWYG 
editing.  Edit traditionally with the mouse or 
quickly enter the rhythms using the numpad 
and assign the pitches afterward.  Denemo 
also allows for the use of midi instruments to 
enter musical information.



Have fun learning!
Lilypond is a fast and easy way to get the music onto the page.  I have found it to 
be an extremely satisfying way to assist in learning from these jazz solos.  Forget 
about the software and focus on the music.  Have fun!

Lilypond Extensive and easy to follow documentation can be found here with 
everything you need to know to get started and more!

Frescobaldi (Graphical front-end for Lilypond text entry)

Denemo (Traditional graphical point and click front-end for Lilypond)

https://lilypond.org/
https://frescobaldi.org/
http://www.denemo.org/

